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Colombia for the theft of Panama, and paying $25,000,000
in compensation, he found that he had gone too far. The
Senate held the treaty up, and before Wilson was able to
concentrate public opinion back of this new demand, the
World War broke out in Europe. American interest began
to veer away from Progressive reforms at home; new
passions and new alignments began to make themselves
felt. Wilson's great days were over. He had become the
master that he planned to be; he had passed the laws that
he promised. During that first year of his Presidency it
must have seemed to him that the whole Progressive dream
was realized. And to what did it all come? Within a few
years the country had relapsed into a slough more mal-
odorous than that from which the Progressives had lifted it.
Liberalism was clearly not the answer to the American
dilemma. It was too -tentative, too lacking in the courage
to go boldly to the right or to the left.
In the last days of Wilson's authentic greatness, he lost the
wife who had done so much to make that greatness a reality.
In August 1914, Ellen Axsen Wilson died. . . , Sixteen
months later, Wilson married Mrs. Edith Boiling Gait, of
Washington.
7
The clarity and success of Wilson's domestic policy is a
contrast to the feebleness of his handling of foreign affairs.
He had no programme in foreign relations, only a diffuse"
idealism. The result, as in the case of his hero, Gladstone,
was an uncertainty of touch which made trouble in spite of
the most altruistic and moral plans.
When dealing with the sordid revolutions and counter-
revolutions in Mexico, Wilson was at his weakest. But his
intentions were laudable. In November 1913, Sir William
Tyrrell said to him, "When I go back to England I shall be
asked to explain your Mexican policy. Can you tell me
what it is?"^ Wilson replied, "I am going to teach the
South American Republics to elect good men!" This was
a new note in foreign affairs. Neither the South American
Republics, nor the interested nations of Europe, nor the